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The voluminous literature of the Jataka available in Pali as
well as in the versions edited by Fausboll, Cowell, Ishan
Chandra Ghosh, etc., is, in the words of Coomaraswami (pp.
291-292), 'the most reliable, the most complete, and the most
ancient collection of folklore now extant in any literature in the
world'. However, the common notion of Jataka anecdotes being
mere folklores containing description of ancient India and its
customs and manners, with a smattering of morals, as in Aesop's
Fables, is unfortunate, in so far as this isja. gross underestimate
of the significance of Jataka.

In this chapter, we wish to establish that the Bodhisattva
anecdotes, particularly the scantily researched Pratyutponna-
vasiu^ or the context parts, throw a floodlight on the human
qualities of the Buddha and his concept of the hierarchy of
values in a religion-based society. It is the lack of knowledge
about such anecdotes which has steadily built several myths
about the Buddha : that he was an absolute moralist without
any regard for the ordinary needs of the householders and
concern for strong family and social ties; that he accepted
recruits in his Order of monks indiscriminately; that he lacked
the sense of humour; that he hated women; that he was a strict
vegetarian; that he applied the concept of non-violence even in
state matters; that he was a social reformer against Brahminisrn;
that he disregarded other paths of religious pursuit and so on.
AH these myths can be easily exploded. This would further
establish the truly rational, democratic and compassionate nature
of his sainthood.

We wish to illustrate the following through the Bodhisattva
anecdotes: U) his sense of humour in viewing the human frail-
ties; (2) his view about family ties and friendship; (3} his concept
on the value systems in society; (4) his notions about women,
sex and transient objects from the mendicant's point of view, and
lastly (5) his view about his own spiritual advancement through
successive Bodhisattva births, which also epitomizes a typical
'pilgrim's progress' or spiritual ascent of a seeker of truth.